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Introduction 

 A brief review of the state of land conservation in Spain would in itself 
take us hours. So what I am going to focus on is the evolution of 
necrophagous birds of prey. Despite the initial concern generated 
immediately after the European Regulation prohibiting the depositing of 
carcasses, Spanish and regional regulations have now been modified. 
In Spain, the competences in environment belong to the regional 
autonomies, therefore the role of the Spanish central government is 
merely one of coordination. Currently carcasses can be left in the field, 
provided they meet a series of sanitary guarantees but only in the case 
of extensive livestock (sheep, goats, cows, mares ..) and only in 
reproductive areas of carrion-eating birds.  
But my main aim today is to bring a positive and encouraging message. 



“Grifone” 
We will begin with the “Grifone”. In Spain  the census gives us a population 
of 25.000 pairs/80.000 individuals  

Population by 
autonomies: 
CyL- 6000 pairs 
Aragón-5000 pairs 
Andalucía-3000 pairs 
Navarra-2700 pairs 
CyLM-2500 pairs 
Extremadura-2000 pairs 



Most of these areas are 
located in the north of 
Spain although there are 
two important areas in 
the south : 
Navarra-2700 (north) 
Burgos-2600 (north) 
Cádiz-1900 (south) 
Teruel-1800 (north) 
Huesca-1700 (north) 
Zaragoza-1600 (north) 
Guadalajara-1400 
(north) 
Cáceres-1700 (south) 
Segovia-1200 (north) 



It is easier to visualize the distribution above on this map which shows 
that the majority of the population centers are in the north  



“Grifone” trends (although from 2008 onwards there has 
been a more gradual increase) 

1979-2200 pairs 
1989-7500 pairs 
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“Grifone” trend 
In the 1970s the population of “Grifone” was decimated due to poison. 
Nowadays they are out of danger thanks to environmental protection, 
but both productivity and breeding success have decreased slightly or 
have tended to stabilize. 
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It can therefore be said that nowadays both productivity and breeding 
success are normal for the species and it is out of danger, but still we 
consider it to be a species vulnerable to certain threats. Despite having 
solved the problems created by the European Regulation prohibiting  the 
deposit of carcasses, Europe faces new challenges regarding the use of 
Diclofenac, the anti-inflammatory of veterinary use that has led to the virtual 
extinction of vultures in India and other nearby countries. At present, we are 
working to achieve the prohibition of this drug in the whole of Europe. 
Alternatives already exist due to the real risk that it supposes for several 
species of carrion-eating birds.  

“Grifone” trend 



“Capovaccaio” 
Let us continue with the 
“capovaccaio” whose Spanish 
population is about 1500 pairs  

Population by autonomies : 
CyL-422 pairs 
Aragón-267 pairs 
Extremadura-179 pairs 
CyLM-163 pairs 
Navarra-127 pairs 



Provinces:  
Huesca-128 (north) 
Cáceres-143 (south) 
Navarra-127 (north) 
Burgos-112 (north) 
Guadalajara-99 (north) 

Again, the most important population concentrations are in the north of Spain  



The map below shows this 



“Capovaccaio” trend (note that whereas the pairs 
have increased, neither productivity nor breeding 
success, nor rate of fledging success have gone up)  

1987-1200 pairs 
2010-1500 pairs 

+10% 

Between 2000-2008 
Productivity: -26% 
Breeding success: -15% 
Fledging success: -6% 



“Capovaccaio” trend (in a few areas the pairs 
increase and in others they decrease and the final 
result is compensated giving a positive reading) 

Valle del Ebro: -70% 
Sierras andaluzas: -30% 
Sur de Burgos: -30% 

There are three areas in 
Spain, two in the north 
and one in the south, 
where the decrease is 
dramatic  
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“Capavaccaio” threats and other raptors 

Similarly to the “Grifone”, it has benefited from the prohibition 
of  poison in the field and from environmental protection. 
But there are many cases of unnatural death due to the 
following: 
Collisions with wind turbines. 
Electrocution and collision with power lines. 
Direct disturbances. 
Bad practices in the use of rodenticides in intensive farming. 
(In Aragon alone there are 10 million pigs in intensive farms 
generating serious extensive pollution).  



“Aquila reale” 
We are going to treat the case of a species which is also carrion-
eating, the “aquila reale”, whose Spanish population numbers 
approximately 1700 pairs  

Population by autonomies: 
Aragón-345 
Andalucía-335 
CyLM-294 
CyL-258 
Extremadura-123 
Cataluña-108 



Provinces: 
Zaragoza-119 (norte) 
Teruel-113 (norte) 
Huesca-113 (norte) 
Jaén-92 (sur) 
Guadalajara-80 (norte) 
Ciudad Real-80 (sur) 
Córdoba-70 (sur) 
 

In this species the concentration of significant populations is 
more balanced, which reduces the risks of possible threat 
factors. 



In the map we can see a more homogeneous distribution when 
comparing it to that of other carrion-eating raptors. The correlation of 
these areas with mountainous areas in Spain is evident.  



“Aquila reale” trend 

Between 1990-2008:  +20% Currently productivity remains unchanged 
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“Nibbio reale” (It is a species that causes great concern 
due to the strong decrease both in breeding population and 
wintering population detected in a single decade, which is 
reflected in all of Europe. The Spanish Catalogue of 
Threatened Species was modified to reflect its new status as a 
species in danger of extinction) 

Decrease in breeding population:  
4000 (1994)-2100 (2004) 

Decrease in wintering population:  
62000 (1994)-30000 (2004) 

-50% 



“Nibbio reale” (The information of the 2014 census casts 
a ray of hope and demonstrates that environmental protection 
and the combined efforts of society can obtain results in the 
medium term) 
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The evolution of the 
breeding population 
continues to decrease but 
with a positive recovery in 
the last census 

The evolution of the wintering 
population continues to decrease 
but a recovery is also detected in the 
last census and likewise in the 
whole of Europe 



Distribution of wintering “Nibbo reale” 



This map shows the differences in evolution of wintering birds 
by areas between 2006 and 2014. Although the overall result is 
positive, there are provinces where there continues to be a 
strong decrease. So despite the positive news indicated by a 
recovery in the census, it encourages us to continue working 
hard to reverse the trend in areas of decreasing population. 



Distribution of breeding population, practically only in the north 
of Spain 



Inequality between provinces in the evolution of the breeding 
population between 2006 and 2014. Once again the census is 
positive overall but there are too many areas with decreases 
where we have to continue working. 



Threats to the “Nibbo reale” are similar to 
those of the “Capovaccaio” 

There are too many cases of unnatural death due to: 
Collisions with wind turbines. 
Electrocution and collision with power lines. 
Direct disturbance. 
Bad practices in the use of rodenticides in intensive farming.  
In the case of the “Capovaccaio” we must add the loss of 
habitat of riverside woods where it breeds and where the 
winter roosts are located.  



“Avvoltoio monaco” (A species saved from the brink of 
extinction in the 1970s as a result of the use of poison and loss 
of habitat. At present it is out of danger but still at risk due to 
the concentration of breeding populations) 

Increase in breeding population:  
206 (1972)-1845 (2008) 

Provinces: 
Cáceres-847 parejas 
Ciudad Real-365 
Ávila-129 



“Avvoltoio monaco” (The protection of the species and 
of the colonies where it breeds has allowed a continuous 
increase in breeding pairs which extends into the present and 
makes it no longer endangered) 
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“Avvoltoio monaco” (the species is very concentrated in 
the southwest of the Iberian peninsula and in a few other 
colonies, which in itself is a risk factor. So there have been 
increased efforts in the conservation of the population of the 
Balearic islands and the species has been reintroduced in the 
eastern Pyrenees) 



“Gipeto” (This could be the best example of positive results 
thanks to the joint collaboration of a specific conservation plan, 
the private initiative of NGOs, the government efforts to save 
this species, and most importantly, the territory which has 
come to value its own natural heritage) 

In Spain there are two Foundations 
dedicated exclusively to the recovery 
of the “gipeto” 



“Gipeto” (Threatened by potentially irreversible extinction in the 
eighties, its population has increased by approximately 5 % a year but 
it is still in danger of extinction)    

Breeding population:  
40 (1986) pairs 
97 (2000) pairs 
106 (2004) pairs 
175 (2015) pairs 
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“Gipeto” … In actual fact, productivity has decreased and its 
natural dispersion does not seem to be increasing. This has resulted 
in two reintroduction plans in Picos de Europa National Park (north of 
Spain) and in Cazorla Nature Park (south of Spain), which up until 
now have operated successfully. 

Productivity:  
0,8 (1984) 
0,4 (2008) 
0,3 (2015) 
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“Gipeto” … The distribution is too concentrated in the Pyrenees of 
Aragon 

Current distribution:  
Aragón (85 pairs) 
Cataluña (42 pairs) 
Navarra (7 pairs) 
France (40 pairs) 
Andorra (1 pairs) 
Picos de Europa (1 pair) 
Cazorla (2 pairs) 

Source: “Gipeto” Conservation Foundation 



Molte grazie per la sua attenzione 
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